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ABSTRACT 



The reading comprehension assessment tool is a product 
developed for the Regional Educational Laboratory's (REL) initiative, Pacific 
Communities with High performance In Literacy Development, herein named the 
Pacific CHILD. This research project is focused on school improvement, 
especially as it relates to the teaching and learning of early reading at 
intensive school sites, also known as Co-Development Partner (CDP) schools, 
in the Pacific region. The assessment tool targets a reading comprehension 
strategy referred to as story structure. Intended for use with 
pre-readers/early readers, this "wordless" assessment tool is designed to 
purposefully elicit oral language evidence of the learner's ability to create 
story episodes and make connections between episodes. It is wordless, 
partially to address the needs of numerous pre- readers entering CDP schools 
and partially to address the varying language (s) of instruction across CDP 
sites. The task requires the learner to tell a story based on the visual 
prompts provided. The Pacific CHILD is designed to respond to three critical 
issues currently identified by Pacific educators: (1) the need to improve 

student performance in early reading; (2) the need for schools and 
communities to have better information about how well students are doing; and 
(3) the need for teachers and administrators to improve their teaching and 
learning skills by focusing on student achievement. This descriptive report 
is divided into the following sections: Introduction; Reading Comprehension 
Processes; The Assessment Tool; Initial Trials with Pacific Learners; and 
Future Considerations. Assessment Tool Drawings are appended. (Contains 20 
references and 2 tables.) (NKA) 



Reproductions supplied by EDRS are the best that can be made 
from the original document. 



I 



I 



m 

r- 



'O 




Making Episodes, Making 
Connections 

A Reading Comprehension 
Assessment Tool 

The REL’s Pacific CHILD Project 
Year One Product 



. , e nFPARTMENT OF EDUCATION 

Dffice of Educational Research and Improverne 

ducational resources INFORMATION 
CENTER (ERIC) 

This document has been reproduced as 
received from the person or orgamzatton 
originating it. 

Minor changes have been made to 
improve reproduction quality. 

Points of view or opinions stated in this 
document'd? not necessarily represent 
official OERI position or policy. 



December 2001 



c\ 

C\ 

C\ 

o 




2 



best copy available 



This product was funded by the U.S. Department of Education (U.S. ED) under the Regional Educational Laboratory 
program, contract number ED01C00014./ the content does not necessarily reflect the views of the U.S. ED or any other 
agency of the U.S. government. 




3 



YEAR ONE PRODUCT 



A READING COMPREHENSION ASSESSMENT TOOL 
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November 2001 



MAKING EPISODES, MAKING CONNECTIONS 



between story events 



A pre-reader/early reader comprehension assessment tool 
for use in local languages and English 
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Set One: Boat upright, swimmer in water, boat overturned 

Set Two: Cat with fish in mouth, cat with fish in basket, cat and lady 
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